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Executive Summary

e Purpose of Survey

— Take the pulse of IT buying behavior regarding 1 million IOP
performance for converged network adapters - a level of performance
that exceeds the performance of most servers, storage and
applications today

e Respondents
— Members of 25 LinkedIn storage, server and networking groups invited
to participate
— 114 respondents
e Summary Analysis

— Even though they don’t need the performance, 77% of the
respondents said they prefer the CNA with 1M IOPS, which equals
twice the performance of another product. This confirms our believe
that having a distinct performance advantage, albeit one that cannot
be used, can translate into a distinct sales advantage.

— Server virtualization is overwhelmingly perceived by IT as the primary
reason to consider deploying 10Gb Ethernet
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Your environment is best
described as:

Other J 6.3
SMB Data Center _ 46.9
HPC Data Center _ 15,6
Enterprise Data Center _ ‘ 31.3
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N
Number of servers in your
environment:

Other i4.7
>1,000 N 12.5
501-1000 | 10.9
101-500 R 18.8

26-100 21.9
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Predominant brand of server in
your environment:

Sun

HP

IBM

Dell

Other - 7.8
l 2.1
- EF
_- 6.3
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Your title or job description is:

Other _ | 28.1
Vendor sales/SE/PM _ ‘9.4
Storage Admin/Architect _ 14.1
Network Admin/Architect _ \ 18.8
Server Admin/Architect _ 29.7
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The application in my data center that is
driving the adoption of 10Gb Ethernet is:

Other |l 4.8

10Gb LANs 12.7

HPC Clusters _i 4.8

10Gb NAS |l 7.9

Server Virtualization | 50.8
10Gb iSCSI Storage _ﬁ 7.9
10Gb FCoE Storage |l 6.3

Xeon Surveys _i 4.8
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The most important capability of a network
adapter is:

Support

Manufacturer

Interoperatbility
Management
Ease-of-Installation
Reliability

Performance

Price
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You have a choice of two 10Gb converged network adapters
for your server. Adapter A and adapter B are equivalent in
every way except adapter A can deliver 1 million IOPS, twice
as fast as adapter B. You would buy:

Adapter B because I can't use the

performance anyway 18.8

Adapter A because it is so much

faster /7.8
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You have a choice of two 10Gb converged network adapters for your
server. Adapter A and adapter B are equivalent in every way except

Adapter A can deliver 1 million IOPS, twice as fast as adapter B, but
adapter B is what you are currently standardized on. You would buy:

]

Adapter B because I can't move off 41.3
the standard |

Adapter B because I can't use the
performance anyway

22.2
Adapter A because it is so much 36.5
faster >
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